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Kika de la Garza
94-542
Washington D C
QUEEN ELIZABEtH II, reigning Head of State of Great Britain, on her Bicentennial
visit to the U S this month, will be presented in Washington with an appropriately
inscribed copy of a resolution passed by Congress to pay tribute to an English citi-
zen of the 19th century. His name was James Smithson. He was the man responsible
for the creation of the great Smithsonian Institution in our Capital City.
Smithson died in 1829. His will, written three years earlier, left the
bulk of his considerable estate to his nephew and any heirs he might have. It pro-
vided, however, that if the nephew died childless the money should go to the United
States to found an institution bearing the Smithson name and dedicated to the
"increase and diffusion of knowledge." The nephew died in 1835 without children and
a year later Congress accepted the bequest on behalf of the United States. In 1838
Smithson's fortune -- 100 bags containing approsimately 100,OO>gold sovereigns
worth more than $500,000 -- was brought to America.
An eight-year debate in Congress followed over what the Smithsonian Institu-
tion should be. With former President John Quincy Adams serving in the House and
acting as guardian of the bequest and leader of the debate, Congress finally in 1846
approved legislation establishing the Smithsonian and creating a Board of Regents
to govern it. The Institution has grown greatly through succeeding generations,
occupying itself with art, history, science, research, museum and library operation,
and the dissemination of information.
Visitors to Washington flock to the Smithsonian's several exhibit buildings.
Our Bicentennial also marks the l30th anniversary of the Institution and a high point
in its work. This year's program includes traveling exhibitions, scholarly projects
and publications, a summer-long Folklife Festival, major exhibitions in Washington,
and the recent opening of the new National Air and Space Museum. The Smithsonian
is an important factor in prOViding Americans with a fuller understanding of our
heritage.
The congressional resolution expresses the gratitude of our people for the
gift of James Smithson, a gift which "remains a lasting symbol of the indivisible
cultural bonds which link Great Britain and the United States of America." This is
the resolution which Queen Elizabeth II will take home with her.
* * *
WORLD WAR I VETERANS stand to benefit from a bill recently passed by the House which
incorporates provisions of a measure I introduced. The bill provides for a 25 per-
cent increase in all pension benefits for veterans 80 years of age or older. Some
169,900 aged veterans would be affected.
The bill also provides for increased cost of living payments to other veter-
ans and dependents receiving pensions and disability payments. This is the first
time that a special increase has been provided for the elderly veterans, few if
any of whom are able to help themselves and many of whom are in real need.
* * *
THE BEEF ACT signed in May by President Ford follows in the footsteps of similar
programs for cotton, potatoes, wheat and eggs. The Agriculture Department now has
printed copies of administrative procedures to be followed in putting the Beef Re-
search and Promotion Act into effect.
A beef research and information order may be proposed by producers, other
affected persons, or the Secretary of Agriculture. Public hearings will be held
on the proposal. If enough evidence is developed at the hearings to support an order,
it would be submitted to prodocers in a referendum. Eligible voters would be regi-
stered. At least half of those registered would have to vote to make the referendum
valid and approval of two-thirds of those voting would be required for passage.
Any proposed order or orders must be submitted to the Administrator of the
Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA, by July 23. And I am told that any referendum
is not likely to come earlier than a year from now.
* * *
MEAT CONSUMPTION, by the way, is on the rise in the U S. Per capita consumption of
red meat is estimated to hit 150 pounds, retail weight, for all of this year. That's
up from 145.3 pounds last year, although still under the record of 156.5 pounds set
in 1971. Ccnsun~tio~.of.cothb~cf wnd pork is up, veal use is down, and lamb and
mutton consumption are low but staying even with last year.
* * *
WORD GAMES, although not very funny ones: Somebody has informed me that while the
Lord's Prayer contains 56 words, Lincoln's Gettysburg Address 266 words, the Declara-
tion of Independence 3,000 words -- a government regulation on the sale of cabbages
contains 26,911 wordsl I'm continuing my battle with the bureaucrats to cut down the
number of words in regulations and the number of regulations as well.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Mr Ernesto L De Leon
and Mr Ron Whitlock of Brownsville; Mr Rafael Guerra of Grulla; Mr John B Armstrong
and Stewart of Kingsville; Mrs Mary Pemelton, Dee, and Patia, and Mr and Mrs Jerry
Pyle, Joa, and Jerry P, all of Weslaco;and Maria Stjeruberg of Finland, now living
in Weslaco; and Mr Larry Wheatley of Harlingen, here with the Texas A & M cadets
aboard the Texas Clipper, presenting a Bicentennial gift from Texas to the Speaker.
* * *
